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S T U D E N T  R E A D I N E S S

TENNESSEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS WILL BE 
EQUIPPED TO SERVE THE ACADEMIC 
AND NON-ACADEMIC NEEDS OF ALL 

STUDENTS IN THEIR CAREER PATHWAYS

A C A D E M I C S

ALL TENNESSEE STUDENTS WILL HAVE 
ACCESS TO A HIGH-QUALITY EDUCATION, 

NO MATTER WHERE THEY LIVE

E D U C AT O R S

TENNESSEE WILL SET A NEW PATH FOR 
THE EDUCATION PROFESSION AND BE 

THE TOP STATE IN WHICH TO BECOME AND 
REMAIN A TEACHER AND LEADER FOR ALL

We will set all students on a path to success. 



 Required Process
 Comparability Application 

Supplement
 Technical Assistance



Basic Premise of Comparability

 The basic premise of comparability is to ensure that an LEA can 
demonstrate that state and local funds used to provide services in 
Title I, Part A schools are at least comparable to the services in non-
Title I schools.

 Grade span groupings used to demonstrate comparability are very 
important.
– Grade span groupings must match the basic organization of schools in the LEA. 

Note: Pre-K is not included in comparability.

 Groupings should also reflect the organization on the School 
Eligibility page in the LEA’s current fiscal year Consolidated 
Funding Application (CFA). 



Prerequisite for Receiving Title I, Part A Funds

 Demonstrating comparability is a prerequisite for receiving Title I, 
Part A funds. 

 Because Title I, Part A allocations are made annually, 
comparability is an annual requirement. 

 Each LEA must perform comparability calculations annually to 
demonstrate that all Title I schools within the LEA are, in fact, 
comparable and adjust if any are not comparable. 



Required Forms



Uploading a File to ePlan

 Form III is an Excel file that must be completed and uploaded to 
the Related Documents section of the Comparability 
Application Supplement which contains support personnel for 
each school.

 Note: Other forms in the Related Documents section are for 
alternative methods.

 Please do not print and scan in Excel files. If Excel files are 
printed and scanned, the department will contact the LEA to 
upload the completed Excel files.



LEA Written Procedures

 An LEA must develop procedures for complying with comparability 
requirements. 
 These procedures should be in writing and should, at a minimum, 

include:
– identification of the office responsible for making comparability calculations,
– timeline for demonstrating comparability, 
– method and process for collecting data required to demonstrate comparability, 
– selected basis for demonstrating comparability, and 
– how and when the LEA makes adjustments in schools that are not comparable.



Maintaining Source Documentation

 The LEA must maintain source documentation to support 
the calculations and form submitted to demonstrate 
comparability and any needed adjustments made to staff 
assignments.



Comparability Application 
Supplement



 http://eplan.tn.gov

 Data and Information

Location of Comparability Application 
Supplement

http://eplan.tn.gov/


Comparability Application Supplement: 
Section Page



Comparability Application Supplement: 
Grade Spans

 Grade Spans: Allows the 
LEA to set up the grade 
span groupings for the 
LEA.
 Note: Grade span 

groupings must match the 
School Eligibility page in 
the LEA’s current fiscal 
year CFA.



Comparability Application Supplement: 
Student Counts

 Input this data in the School 
Information section.
 School lists will auto-populate 

from the CFA. 
 Grade span drop-down menus 

will generate from the previous 
page. 
 Student counts from the current 

school year:
– Enrollment 
– Low Income

The above is a test example, not actual LEA results.



Comparability Application Supplement: 
Licensed Instructional Staff  

 This data is in the School 
Information section.
 Licensed Instructional Staff will pull 

from the Form II section within the 
Comparability Application 
Supplement. 
 Ensure all data pulled from the 

Education Information System (EIS) 
is correct within the Form II section.

The above is a test example, not actual LEA results.



Comparability Application Supplement: 
Support Staff 

 This page must correspond to 
the uploaded Form III.
 Form III must be uploaded into 

the Related Documents 
section within the Comparability 
Application Supplement.
 Ensure consistency for 

exclusions among each school. 
 Note: LEAs can exclude staff 

utilizing the check box beside 
each row for support staff. The above is a test example, not actual LEA results.



Comparability Application Supplement: Form II

 Form II is populated with names and assignments for K–12 licensed 
instructional staff with assignments in EIS.

 The data is pulled from the Oct. 1 count from EIS.

 Staff is listed by school.

 The data from this page pulls into the instructional staff counts on the 
School Information page.



Comparability Application Supplement: Form II
 LEAs can manipulate staff for each school that was pulled from EIS.

– Use the trash can to remove staff.
– Use Add New Personnel to add staff.

 Once a school is completed, click Save And Go To to save the information.
 Go to another school via the Comparability Application Supplement drop-

down arrow to check for accuracy and add the FTE count for each staff 
member.
 Repeat for each school in the LEA.



Comparability Application Supplement: 
Comparability Method

The above is a test example, not actual LEA results.



Comparability Application Supplement: 
Comparability Method

The above is a test example, not actual LEA results.



If Schools Are Not Comparable

 If the LEA is unable to demonstrate comparability by the 
November deadline, the LEA must still upload all required 
forms by the November deadline and a letter stating that the 
LEA was not able to demonstrate comparability and understands it 
must make necessary adjustments within the same school year.
– Upload documents to the Related Documents section of the Comparability 

Application Supplement.

 If, after review by the department, the LEA’s first submission shows 
comparability has not been met due to an error in data, calculation 
or procedure, and adjustments are required, the LEA will be 
notified. 



Comparability Deadlines

 If adjustments are required to demonstrate comparability, 
all new comparability forms and a letter stating what 
adjustments were made must be uploaded to ePlan in the 
Comparability Application Supplement Related Documents 
section no later than Dec. 1 of the same school year.



Technical Assistance



Comparability Guidance

 Comparability Procedures Guide and Data
– ePlan.tn.gov > TDOE Resources > 7. Data and Information Tools > 

Comparability > Year

 Recorded Webinars 
– ePlan.tn.gov > TDOE Resources > Federal Programs and Oversight (FPO) > 

Federal Programs Professional Development > 2020-21 Federal Programs 
Webinar Series > ESEA Title I, Part A Comparability

 Contact Divisional Coordinators
– Heather Farley │ Top 20 Most Populous LEAs and Middle (vacant)

• Heather.Farley@tn.gov
– Lynn Dotson │ West TN 

• Lynn.Dotson@tn.gov
– Henry Lafollette │ East TN 

• Henry.LaFollette@tn.gov

https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/Default.aspx
https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/Default.aspx
mailto:Heather.Farley@tn.gov
mailto:Lynn.Dotson@tn.gov
mailto:Henry.LaFollette@tn.gov


Citizens and agencies are encouraged to report fraud, waste, 
or abuse in State and Local government.

NOTICE: This agency is a recipient of taxpayer funding. If 
you observe an agency director or employee engaging in any 
activity which you consider to be illegal, improper or wasteful, 

please call the state Comptroller’s toll-free Hotline:

1-800-232-5454

Notifications can also be submitted electronically at:

http://www.comptroller.tn.gov/hotline

Fraud, Waste or Abuse
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