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S T U D E N T  R E A D I N E S S

TENNESSEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS WILL BE 
EQUIPPED TO SERVE THE ACADEMIC 
AND NON-ACADEMIC NEEDS OF ALL 

STUDENTS IN THEIR CAREER PATHWAYS

A C A D E M I C S

ALL TENNESSEE STUDENTS WILL HAVE 
ACCESS TO A HIGH-QUALITY EDUCATION, 

NO MATTER WHERE THEY LIVE

E D U C AT O R S

TENNESSEE WILL SET A NEW PATH FOR 
THE EDUCATION PROFESSION AND BE 

THE TOP STATE IN WHICH TO BECOME AND 
REMAIN A TEACHER AND LEADER FOR ALL

We will set all students on a path to success. 



Agenda

• Overview of State Performance Plan 
(SPP)/APR

• APR Local Determinations Process
• APR Resources



Overview of SPP/APR



State Performance Plan (SPP)

• Under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
of 2004, each state is required to annually develop a 
performance plan evaluating the state’s implementation of 
special education.
• SPP describes how the state will improve implementation of special 

education.
• SPP contains rigorous targets for 17 compliance-based or results-

based indicators of performance.
• Targets for these indicators are collaboratively set by the department 

and stakeholder groups, including the Governor's Advisory Council 
for the Education of Students with Disabilities.

• In 2022, the department set targets for the next six SPPs (federal 
fiscal year [FFY] 2020 through FFY 2025).



Annual Performance Report (APR)

• The APR is submitted annually by states to the U.S. 
Department of Education and details progress toward 
meeting SPP targets for each indicator.
• Includes state data and explanations of data, if necessary.
• Federal fiscal year (FFY) 2021 APR (reporting on the 2021-22 school 

year), was submitted on February 1, 2023.
• Tennessee’s SPPs/APRs are available here under the “Statewide 

Annual Performance Reports” tab.

https://www.tn.gov/education/families/student-support/special-education/special-education-data-services-reports.html


APR Indicators

• Indicator 1: Graduation Rate

• Indicator 2: Dropout Rate

• Indicator 3: Statewide Assessments

• Indicator 4: Suspensions/Expulsions

• Indicator 5: Educational Environment 
(ages 5 in Kindergarten through 21)

• Indicator 6: Educational Environment 
(ages 3 through 5 not in Kindergarten)

• Indicator 7: Early Childhood Outcomes

• Indicator 8: Parent Involvement

• Indicator 9: Disproportionate Representation

• Indicator 10: Disproportionate Representation (high-
incidence disability categories)

• Indicator 11: Child Find

• Indicator 12: Part C to B Transition

• Indicator 13: Secondary Transition with IEP Goals

• Indicator 14: Post-School Outcomes

• Indicator 15: Resolution Sessions

• Indicator 16: Mediation

• Indicator 17: State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP)



APR Local Determinations Process



Requirements for APR Local Determinations

• As required by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA), 34 CFR §300.600, states must monitor the 
implementation of IDEA in each LEA.

• Monitoring activities must focus on:
• “improving educational results and functional outcomes for all children 

with disabilities;” and
• “ensuring that public agencies meet the program requirements under 

Part B of the Act, with a particular emphasis on those requirements that 
are most closely related to improving educational results for children 
with disabilities.” 



Tennessee’s APR Local Determinations Indicators

Indicator 1
Indicator 

2 Indicator 3 Indicator 5

Indicator 7 Indicator 9

Indicator 11 Indicator 13

Indicator 
4

Indicator 
6

Indicator 
8

Indicator 
10

Indicator 
12

Indicator 
14



APR Local Determinations Process 

• All indicators are assigned state targets, which districts are 
expected to meet.
• Compliance indicator targets are set by the federal government and 

cannot be adjusted by states.
• Results indicator targets are set by states.

• Priority areas and indicators are established based on state 
strategies and goals.

• The weighting system was developed to place emphasis on 
these priority areas.



APR Local Determinations Calculations

• Points are assigned to all indicators based on data.
• Most points are assigned on a scale of one to five.

• Assigned points are multiplied by weights for each indicator.
• Improvement from year-to-year is included for relevant 

indicators.
• Only included if year-to-year improvement positively affects overall score 

for indicator.



APR Local Determinations Calculations

• Total weighted points earned by a district are divided by total 
possible weighted points (i.e., total max score) to get a final 
district performance score across all indicators.

• Cut scores are set on the overall percentage score to make 
determinations.
• Meets Requirements: at least 70 percent of possible determination points
• Needs Assistance: 60-69 percent of possible determination points
• Needs Intervention: less than 60 percent of possible determination points 

or meets the Needs Assistance designation for the third consecutive year
• Needs Substantial Intervention: meets the Needs Intervention designation 

for the third consecutive year



APR Data Matrix



APR Data Matrix



APR Local Determinations Timeline

• Determinations for the previous school year’s data are provided 
to districts in May of the following school year.
• For example, determinations based on the 2021-22 school year APR were 

made available to districts on May 1, 2023.

• Determinations are uploaded to the ePlan system and 
notifications are sent to both directors of schools and special 
education supervisors.



Implications of Determinations

• All districts must participate in support sessions for indicators 
for which they did not meet the target, regardless of their 
determination.

• Meets Requirements
• CORE special education interventionists may reach out regarding 

indicators for which state targets were missed.

• Needs Assistance
• Department will review and provide technical assistance as 

relevant/needed.

• Needs Intervention and Needs Substantial Intervention
• Districts must participate in a customized process addressing indicators 

for which state targets were missed.



Implications of Determinations



APR Resources



APR Resources

• Special Education Data Services and Reports
• APR Local Determinations Quick Reference Guide
• APR Local Determinations Process Guide
• APR Indicator 4 Guidance Document
• APR Indicators 9 and 10 Guidance Document
• APR Data Webinars (Six Total)

• Early Childhood Special Education
• IDEA Data Office Hours

• Mondays from 1:30-2:30 p.m. CT

https://www.tn.gov/education/families/student-support/special-education/special-education-data-services-reports.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/special-education/APR_Local_Determinations_Quick_Reference_Guide.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/special-education/APR_Local_Determinations_Process_Guide.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/special-education/idea/APRIndicator4GuidanceDocument.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/special-education/idea/APRIndicators9and10GuidanceDocument.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/education/families/student-support/special-education/special-education-section-619.html
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NWJkNDFjMzMtNDk2NC00YjM3LWJhMmItZWY2MTBjMzFiODcz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22472445bd-2424-4e8f-b850-df7488e18b4a%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%224636a023-33cd-4922-891c-238583603844%22%7d


Contact Information

• Zachary Stone, Senior Director of Data Reporting
• Zachary.Stone@tn.gov

• Adam Rollins, IDEA Data Manager
• Adam.Rollins@tn.gov

• Sheryn Ordway, TN PULSE Help Desk Coordinator
• Sheryn.Ordway@tn.gov

• Katie Ward, Director of Academic Support for Special Education
• Katie.Ward@tn.gov

• Heather Anderson, Director of IDEA APR Support Program
• Heather.Anderson@tn.gov
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