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About Us



STUDENT READINESS

TENNESSEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS WILL BE 
EQUIPPED TO SERVE THE ACADEMIC 
AND NON-ACADEMIC NEEDS OF ALL 

STUDENTS IN THEIR CAREER PATHWAYS

ACADEMICS

ALL TENNESSEE STUDENTS WILL HAVE 
ACCESS TO A HIGH-QUALITY EDUCATION, 

NO MATTER WHERE THEY LIVE

EDUCATORS

TENNESSEE WILL SET A NEW PATH FOR 
THE EDUCATION PROFESSION AND BE 

THE TOP STATE TO BECOME AND REMAIN
A TEACHER AND LEADER FOR ALL

We will set all students on a path to 
success. 
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Tennessee Technical Assistance Network (TN-TAN)
provides school districts, administrators, educators, and families access to high-quality training, resources, and supports 
designed to improve outcomes for students with disabilities, ages 3-22. 

Secondary Transition
Transition Tennessee prov ides a range of  serv ices to transition stakeholders to improv e 
in-school and post-school outcomes f or transition-aged students (14-22) with disabilities. 

Supports include tiered technical assistance f or in-school transition stakeholders and 
resources and serv ices specif ic to educator and f amily  needs.

Intensive Behavior
TRIAD at Vanderbilt Univ ersity  Medical Center prov ides technical assistance f or 
complex behav ior support needs and associated training.  Supports include direct 

instruction f or staf f  on behav ior assessment and interv ention implementation, as well as 
ongoing coaching to help students engage within their least restrictiv e env ironments.

Preschool
AnLar assists in building capacity  and sy stems to support meaningf ul access to 

preschool f or students with disabilities. Supports include strategic action planning, 
prof essional dev elopment, leadership coaching, preschool program ev aluation and 

support implementing ev idence-based practices in inclusiv e settings.

Autism
TRIAD at Vanderbilt Univ ersity  Medical Center prov ides training, consultation, and 
coaching serv ices designed to support educators in their classrooms and dev elop 

school and sy stem-wide supports to address needs specif ic to students with autism 
spectrum disorder (ASD). 

RTI2-A+RTI2-B
Tennessee Tiered Supports Center assists districts and schools as they  build and 

implement an aligned student support sy stem. The center prov ides training, coaching, 
and resources f or building an aligned f ramework f or tiered academic and behav ioral 

supports.

Assistive Technology
The Assistiv e Technology  Project (ATP) assists districts and staf f  in building capacity  to 

prov ide assistiv e technology  supports f or students with disabilities. Supports include 
strategic action planning, prof essional dev elopment, direct coaching f or staf f , and 

access to AT equipment-lending libraries f or assessment trials.
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Provides training and 
technical assistance 

to improve district and 
school capacity to 

implement
RTI2-A + RTI2-B

- TDOE TN-TAN Grant Contract, June 2021

Tennessee Tiered Supports Center
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Sustainable Model of Support

Ongoing communication, 
support, and feedback

Students and 
Families

School Staff

School Leadership 
Team

District Leadership 
Team

Tennessee Tiered 
Supports Center



© Tennessee Department of Education 

Ongoing Support
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RTI2-A and RTI2-B: 
Two Frameworks Aligned
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A mistake we often make in education is to plan 
the curriculum materials very carefully, arrange all 

the instructional materials wall to wall, open the 
doors of the school, and then find to our dismay 

that they’ve sent us the wrong kids.

Author unknown
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RTI2-A + RTI2-B
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Key Features of RTI2-A + RTI2-B

Effective implementation of 
RTI2-A and RTI2-B is:
• aligned,
• evidence-based, and
• culturally responsive.
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Essential Components

Adapted from American Institutes for Research, 2022
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Evaluating Tiered Supports 
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Annual Implementation Plan
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The Case for Alignment 

• Research shows a clear relationship between 
academic and behavior challenges.

• Students with specific learning difficulties often have 
other disabilities that exist at the same time.

• Difficulties in either area, academic or behavior, are 
associated with adverse long- and short-term
outcomes.

(Campbell et al., 2018; Kilgus et al, 2019; Grigorenko et al., 2020)
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• Academic supports positively impact behavior and vice 
versa.

• Students in need of both supports make greater 
improvements when both areas are considered.

The Case for Alignment 

(Campbell et al., 2018; Warmbold-Brann, 2017; Zaheer et al., 2019)
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Pathways to Academic and 
Behavior Challenges

Four
Pathways

Behavior challenges reduce access to 
instruction

Underlying attention deficits cause 
challenges in both areas

Early academic challenges increase 
social rejection

Inadequate response to academic 
intervention leads to behavior 
challenges

(Coie and Krehbiel, 1984)
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Student Scenario 

Part A 
Tiffany is a first-grade student. According to Tiffany’s 
winter MAP scores, she is reading slightly below grade 
level, and she is missing several key skills in 
mathematics. 

Discuss the following questions with your team: 
1. What is the problem? 
2. Why is the problem occurring?
3. Based on the available data, what might student 

support look like?
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Student Scenario 

Part B 
Tiffany also has severe anxiety that makes her afraid to leave her 
home. She is frequently tardy or absent. Tiffany has been referred 
to the RTI2-B team.

Discuss the following questions with your team: 
1. How does the additional data change your perspective of the 

problem and possible solutions?
2. What follow-up questions should the RTI2-B team ask? 
3. What are the long- and short-term outcomes of Tiffany’s 

behavior?
• How might these behaviors affect Tiffany socially?
• How might these behaviors affect Tiffany academically?
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Aligned Problem Solving

An aligned problem-solving 
process can improve the 

efficiency and effectiveness of 
tiered support.



Assessment Process
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Data-Based Decision Making

• Occurs at all levels, from 
individual student to district

• Uses multiple data sources 
to make decisions 
regarding the:
• selection of instructional 

practices,
• intensification of 

instruction and supports, 
and 

• identification of students 
with disabilities.

(AIR, 2020)

`
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Problem-Solving Process
• RTI2-A + RTI2-B consider academics and behavior data 

together.
• When we have limited data, we have a limited view of the 

problem.

Data-Based Decision Making



© Tennessee Department of Education 

Special Education

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
• The use of tiered support strategies cannot be used to 

delay or deny an evaluation when a disability is 
suspected.

• Students DO NOT have to go through all tiers of a 
tiered support system prior to special education 
evaluation.

• Students should continue to receive intervention while 
the evaluation is being conducted.

• A student may be identified as having a disability and 
also receive instruction and intervention through tiered 
support strategies.

(Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 2004)
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Supporting Student Behavior 
within RTI2-A + RTI2-B: 

Overview of RTI2-B
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School Inventory Fidelity Assessment 
(SIFA) Close-Up
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School Inventory Fidelity Assessment 
(SIFA) Close-Up
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RTI2-A + RTI2-B Across Tiers

• School-wide expectations are taught and reviewed.
• A continuum of strategies exists to promote student 

independence and academic engagement.
• Instruction provides flexible access for all students.
• Instruction is explicit and culturally responsive.
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Environment for Learning

• Students complete instructional tasks, volunteer 
responses, and/or ask appropriate questions.

• Students follow behavioral expectations and directions.
• Students are engaged in the work of the lesson from 

start to finish.
• Students and their teacher demonstrate joy for learning 

through positive relationships.
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Features of School Climate

Safety

Emotional

Physical

Emergency 
Readiness

Engagement

Cultural 
Competence

Relationships

School 
Participation

Environment

Physical

Instructional

Mental 
Health

(Simonsen & Myers, 2015)
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RTI2- B Resources

• RTI2-B Manual
This is Tennessee’s guide for implementing a behavior-
focused student support framework.

• RTI2-B Implementation Videos
These videos were created by Tennessee Behavior 
Supports Project.

• Center on PBIS
Federally funded center tasked with improving capacity 
to establish a PBIS framework. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tn.gov%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Ftn%2Feducation%2Fspecial-education%2Frti%2Frti2b_framework.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cdia.davis%40vanderbilt.edu%7Cd80a8d3198e743bdb27c08db7d6e3a12%7Cba5a7f39e3be4ab3b45067fa80faecad%7C0%7C0%7C638241684594224885%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NGi8bEzSZCIQZPeZLvR7mD9L4OA%2FGXRH0aVJKW7h%2FsY%3D&reserved=0
https://vimeo.com/user48631126
https://www.pbis.org/
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RTI2- B Resources

• PBIS Apps
Resource and tools to support educators to create more 
positive environment for all students. 

• National Center on Intensive Intervention
Resources, tools, and courses to build capacity to 
support implementation of intensive intervention in 
academics and behavior.  

https://www.pbisapps.org/
https://intensiveintervention.org/
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Supporting Student Behavior 
within RTI2-A + RTI2-B: 
Tier I Practices and Resources
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Universal Support 

• Focuses on providing all students with a strong 
foundation

• Uses high-quality instructional materials (HQIM)
• Provides flexible access to grade-level standards
• Is appropriate for approximately 80-85% of a student 

population
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Schoolwide Expectations
• Create schoolwide expectations that are:

• brief,
• positively stated,
• broad (applicable to all settings and people),
• memorable,
• inclusive of classroom routines, and
• promote academic engagement.

• Consider school details such as school mascot or 
slogan.
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Schoolwide Expectations

• Seek input form key collaborators.
• Ask families to provide feedback and ideas about 

how to implement the expectations at home.
• Ask families how often and the best method to 

communicate expectations.
• Link expectations to student learning to maximize their 

impact.
• Gather student feedback on what expectations should 

look like when developing plans to teach them.

Engaging Key Collaborators

(Weist et al., 2017)
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Teaching Expectations

• Develop lesson plans for 
every school setting.

• Create lessons that 
include opportunities to
• teach,
• model, and
• practice 

expectations.
• Incorporate instructional 

strategies.
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Incorporate Gradual Release of 
Instruction

I Do… The teacher models looking in 
the text to answer a question and then 
describes her thought process.

We Do… The teacher asks the 
students to practice answering 
questions about the text and provides 
verbal prompts throughout the activity.

You Do… Students independently 
answer comprehension questions 
about text. 

I Do…

We Do…

You Do…
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Lesson Plans to Model Behavior
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Acknowledging Expected Behavior
What is Reinforcement?

Reinforcement is a 
consequence that 

increases the likelihood 
of a person engaging in 

that behavior again. 
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Acknowledging Expected Behavior
What is an Acknowledgement System?

• A system that reminds 
adults to praise 
students for engaging 
in the desired 
behaviors

• A system to 
acknowledge expected 
behaviors
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Responding to Challenging 
Behavior

Punishing problem behavior without a positive, 
educative approach has been shown to increase 
aggression, vandalism, truancy, and dropouts.

(Mayer & Sulzer-Azaroff, 1990; Skiba, Peterson, & Will iams, 1997)
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Tier I Behavior Resource Packs

Access by logging into BOX 
(create a free account).

• Teaching Expected 
Behavior

• Acknowledging 
Expected Behavior

• Responding to 
Challenging Behavior
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Tier I Resources

• Center on PBIS
PBIS Practice Briefs

• Tennessee TSC
• More resource packs (coming soon!)
• Building Strong Schools series (open-access video 

series)

https://www.pbis.org/resource-type/practice-briefs#classroom-pbis
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Tier II Resources

Tennessee TSC
• Check-In/Check-Out resource packs 
• Additional Tier II resources and videos
• Tier II modules (coming soon!)



Functional Behavior Assessment 
Review 

Intervention Planning Guide

© Tennessee Department of Education (TRIAD, 2023ab)

Tier III: TRIAD Resources

https://vkc.vumc.org/assets/files/triad/tips/Functional_Behavior_Assessment_Review.pdf
https://vkc.vumc.org/assets/files/triad/tips/Functional_Behavior_Assessment_Review.pdf
https://vkc.vumc.org/assets/files/triad/tips/Intervention_planning_first_then.pdf
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Data Informs Practices

(McIntosh & Goodman, 2016)

Starting Day 1, 
what do our 

students need?

What skills 
do we need 
to teach?

Where are more 
students 

struggling?



Questions?
Dia Davis – Dia.Davis@vanderbilt.edu
Jessica Eshbaugh – Eshbaugh@utk.edu
Vicki Perry – VSPerry@memphis.edu

•

mailto:Dia.Davis@vanderbilt.edu
mailto:Eshbaugh@utk.edu
mailto:VSPerry@memphis.edu
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For more information on Tennessee TSC and 
TN-TAN, connect with us online, over email, or on 

social media. 

Website
tennesseetsc.org @tennesseetsc

Social 
Media

Newsletter

Connect With Us 
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Tuesday-Thursday
Please Share Your Feedback:
You may access the PD by navigating here: 
https://stateoftennessee.formstack.com/forms/2023fpi_pd_survey

https://stateoftennessee.formstack.com/forms/2023fpi_pd_survey
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