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Generative AI Tools

The State of Tennessee does not currently permit the use of 
Generative AI tools, such as Otter, in meetings hosted on state 
resources. Meetings with contractors, vendors, and subrecipients are 
not public meetings and may involve discussion of protected state data. 

Generative AI tools are not adequately regulated and are designed 
to train on data that is collected and may misrepresent data or release 
protected data to the general public.

While the State supports your desire to maintain documentation of 
the meeting and what you learn, please respect our decision to 
safeguard information and do not attempt to use tools such as these. 
If you choose to use a tool such as this, the State will block that tool 
from the meeting.

DISCLAIMER
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Agenda 

 Definition, Requirements, and Timeline
 Intent to Participate 
 Grant Application and Rubric
 Allowable Use of Funds
 Resources and Contact Information 
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Definition of Immigrant Child or Youth

 Are aged 3 through 21;
 Were not born in any State; and
 Have not been attending one or more schools in any one or more 

States for more than three full academic years.

Note: “State” is defined in § 3201(13) of the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act (ESEA) to include the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Therefore, students born in Puerto Rico may not be included as “immigrant” 
students under Title III.
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Legal Status

 Note that the term “immigrant” as used in Title III is not related to an 
individual's legal status in the United States. 

 Under the U.S. Supreme Court case Plyler v. Doe (1982), schools are required 
to provide equal access to basic public education to all students, regardless 
of immigration status. 

 For more information, see the Office for Civil Rights Guidance for School 
Districts to Ensure Equal Access for All Children to Public Schools, 
Regardless of Immigration Status, available at Equal Rights to Public 
Education. 

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/frontpage/pro-students/issues/roi-issue04.html
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/frontpage/pro-students/issues/roi-issue04.html
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Requirements to Receive Award

 Tennessee issues formula awards to local educational agencies (LEAs) that have 
had an increase in immigrant students. 

 The size of the award must be large enough to make it meaningful to the LEA and 
students.

 Currently, a district must have a minimum of 100 immigrant students 
identified, which must be an increase from the prior two year’s average 
immigrant student count.

 Title III Immigrant Grant Business Rules can be found in ePlan > ESSA Information, 
Guidance, PPTs, & Webinars > Title III: Immigrant > FY26 Business Rules for 
Calculating and Awarding Title III Immigrant Subgrant.

https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=2127147&inline=true
https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=2127147&inline=true
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FY24 Title III Immigrant Subgrant 
Timeline

Date 2025* Milestone
Sept. 16 Title III Immigrant Data Pulled from EIS

Sept. 26 Invitations to Participate Emailed to Qualifying LEAs

Oct. 3 Intent to Apply Due in ePlan

Oct. 7 Title III Immigrant Subgrant Funds Loaded in ePlan

Oct. 15, 20, 30 FY24 Title III Immigrant Subgrant Office Hours

Oct. 31 Applications and Budgets Due in ePlan

Nov. 14 Final Approval of Applications and Next Steps

*Dates may be subject to change. Any changes will be clearly communicated to eligible LEAs.
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Intent to Participate 

 All LEAs must complete an Intent to Participate.
 The intent can be found in ePlan > LEA Document Library > FY 2026 > 

Immigrant Subgrant > Immigrant Grant Intent to Participate.
 Completed forms must be uploaded to the same folder by Friday, 

Oct. 3, 2025.

Note: All eligible LEAs must submit an intent to participate. LEAs who choose not to 
participate must select the box on the form that indicates the LEA will not participate. 
Funds that are released/declined from LEAs will be reallocated to other qualifying 
districts.

https://eplan.tn.gov/default.aspx?ccipSessionKey=637570399185316715
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Grant Application and Rubric 
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ePlan User Access

 The individual who fulfills the Title III Immigrant Director role in 
ePlan will automatically be placed in the role for the new FY26 
Title III Immigrant Grant Application.

 If the LEA needs to assign a new or different person to this role, 
an LEA ePlan User Access Form will need to be completed.
– Follow the instructions on the form to complete and submit.

https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=1511231&inline=true
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FY26 Title III Immigrant Subgrant Application 

 The FY26 Title III Immigrant Subgrant can be found in ePlan > 
FY26 > Funding Applications > Competitive Funding Application > 
Title III Immigrant 
 Click Draft Started
 Complete the Cover Page:

– Title III Immigrant Grant Director
– Email Address
– Phone 
– Is the above your Title III Director?

https://eplan.tn.gov/default.aspx?ccipSessionKey=637570399185316715
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FY26 Title III Immigrant Subgrant Application 

 Budget 

 Use of Funds 
• Select how your LEA will use funds for approved activities and/or 

programs that will serve the immigrant student (choose all that apply).

 Program Details
1. Provide a detailed narrative of how the LEA will use the Title III 

Immigrant Grant funds.
2. Describe how the LEA will evaluate the success of the use of the Title 

III Immigrant Grant funds.



© Tennessee Department of Education 

FY25 Title III Immigrant Subgrant Rubric 

 To assist you in developing a strong application, LEAs should reference the FY26 
Immigrant Subgrant Rubric.

 Scoring is based on the following:
– Use of Funds

• Subgrant supports immigrant students within the district across one or more categories, as specified 
in ESEA § 3115(e).

– Budget
• Budget allocates all subgrant awards into detailed expenses that align with the subgrant priorities 

and goals.
– Program Details

• Narrative describes how the proposed programming will meet the identified needs of the LEA’s 
immigrant students.

• Narrative identifies each program objective and provides a detailed description of each planned 
activity for which the district is requesting funding.

https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentGuid=59c394d4-a029-4975-814b-e04a35b2139e&inline=true
https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentGuid=59c394d4-a029-4975-814b-e04a35b2139e&inline=true
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Allowable Use of Funds 



© Tennessee Department of Education 

Allowable Uses of Funds

 Family literacy, parent and family outreach, and training activities 
designed to assist parents and families to become active participants in the 
education of their children.

 Recruitment of and support for personnel, including teachers and 
paraprofessionals who have been specifically trained, or are being trained, 
to provide services to immigrant children and youth.

 Provision of tutorials, mentoring, and academic or career counseling 
for immigrant children and youth.
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Allowable Use of Funds 

 Identification, development, and acquisition of curricular materials, 
educational software, and technologies to be used in the program.

 Basic instruction services that are directly attributable to the presence of 
immigrant children and youth in the LEA, including the payment of costs of 
providing additional classroom supplies, costs of transportation, or such 
other costs as are directly attributable to such additional basic instruction 
services.
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Allowable Use of Funds

 Other instruction services that are designed to assist immigrant children 
and youth to achieve in elementary and secondary schools in the U.S., such 
as programs of introduction to the educational system and civics education.

 Activities, coordinated with community-based organizations, institutions of 
higher education, private sector entities, or other entities with expertise in 
working with immigrants, to assist parents and families of immigrant 
children and youth by offering comprehensive community services.
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Resources and Contact 
Information 
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Resources 

 U.S. Department Of Education for Immigrants, Refugees, Asylees and other 
New Americans

 Non-Regulatory Guidance: English Learners and Title III of the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act

 Immigrant Unaccompanied Children Enrollment Fact Sheet

 Fact Sheet for Families and School Staff

 SchoolHouse Connection

 ePlan > TDOE Resources > ESSA Information, Guidance, PPTs, & Webinars > 
Title III: Immigrant  

https://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/focus/immigration-resources.html
https://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/focus/immigration-resources.html
https://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/focus/immigration-resources.html
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/essatitleiiiguidenglishlearners92016.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/essatitleiiiguidenglishlearners92016.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/essatitleiiiguidenglishlearners92016.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/essatitleiiiguidenglishlearners92016.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/essatitleiiiguidenglishlearners92016.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/ocr-factsheet-unaccompanied-children-202306.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/ocr-factsheet-unaccompanied-children-202306.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/focus/safe-spaces-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/focus/safe-spaces-fact-sheet.pdf
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20309911180&gbraid=0AAAAADHb7an6-_creJ7jE7GzzTu9pQ2-s&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIyLuYg4XgjwMVUqBaBR2xcjvhEAAYASAAEgKLKPD_BwE
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20309911180&gbraid=0AAAAADHb7an6-_creJ7jE7GzzTu9pQ2-s&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIyLuYg4XgjwMVUqBaBR2xcjvhEAAYASAAEgKLKPD_BwE
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20309911180&gbraid=0AAAAADHb7an6-_creJ7jE7GzzTu9pQ2-s&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIyLuYg4XgjwMVUqBaBR2xcjvhEAAYASAAEgKLKPD_BwE
https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/Default.aspx?ccipSessionKey=637998182486144130
https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/Default.aspx?ccipSessionKey=637998182486144130
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Thank You!

Vanessa Waters │ McKinney-Vento & Immigrant Grant Manager 
Vanessa.Waters@tn.gov 
(615) 917-3750

Permission is granted to use and copy these materials for non-commercial educational purposes with attribution credit to the 
“Tennessee Department of Education”. If you wish to use these materials for reasons other than non-commercial educational 
purposes, please contact the office of general counsel at (615) 741-2921.

mailto:Vanessa.Waters@tn.gov
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