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DISCLAIMER – Generative AI Tools

The State of Tennessee does not currently permit the use of Generative
AI tools, such as Otter, in meetings hosted on state resources. Meetings 
with contractors, vendors, and subrecipients are not public meetings 
and may involve discussion of protected state data. Generative AI tools 
are not adequately regulated and are designed to train on data that is 
collected and may misrepresent data or release protected data to the 
general public. While the State supports your desire to maintain 
documentation of the meeting and what you learn, please respect our 
decision to safeguard information and do not attempt to use tools such 
as these. If you choose to use a tool such as this, the State will block that 
tool from the meeting.
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Agenda

 McKinney-Vento Subgrant​ Purpose
 FY25 Fiscal Guidelines​ (FER)
 FY26 McKinney-Vento Subgrant Application

– Budget Guidelines
– Allowable Use of Funds

 Subgrant Timeline
 Subgrant Monitoring & Reports 

– Mid-Year Performance Review​
– Closeout Report

 Quarterly Calls & Office Hrs.
 Monitoring, Homeless Rights Posters, & 

Related Documents
 Resources & Support
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McKinney-Vento Subgrant 
Purpose 



© Tennessee Department of Education 

McKinney-Vento Subgrant 

 The purpose of the McKinney-Vento subgrant is to facilitate the 
enrollment, attendance, and success in school of homeless 
children and youth.​

 Subgrant Guidelines: ​
– Services provided can not replace regular academic programming.​
– Services must be designed to expand upon or improve the school's regular 

academic programs​.
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McKinney-Vento Subgrant Cycle  

 The McKinney-Vento Subgrant runs on a three (3) year cycle.

 
 Subgrantees will receive an allocation in FY26 (2025-26), FY27 (2026-27), and 

FY28 (2027-28), and the application must include a plan for all three years 
of the grant.

Year 1: 
FY26 (2025-26)

Year 2: 
FY27 (2026– 27)

Year 3:
 FY28 (2027-28)
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FY25 Fiscal Guidelines
For Returning Subgrantees Only
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Final Expenditure Report (FER) 
For Returning Subgrantees Only
 The FY25 Final Expenditure Report (FER)

– Covers expenditures incurred between the day funds were awarded and June 
30, 2025.

– Due before Oct. 1, 2025, in ePlan. 

 Liaisons should work with their local education agency’s (LEA’s) fiscal 
team to ensure the FER is complete.

 More detailed instructions for completing the FER can be found here.

 Please note that until the FY25 FER is Fiscal Approved, all funds will be 
drawn from FY26 funding.

https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentGuid=b3535ce2-b4d3-4d85-8730-68d72d0d8ef9&inline=true
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FY26 McKinney-Vento 
Subgrant Application  
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FY26 Funding Application Changes Continued 

 Liaisons should submit an initial 
budget in ePlan for FY26 no later 
than Aug. 30, 2025.

 Revisions Needed: If major 
changes or shifts need to be 
made in the programming as it 
was written in the approved 
initial subgrant application, 
select the revisions needed box 
and complete the follow-up 
questions.
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Budget Guidelines & 
Allowable Use of Funds
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General Budget Guidelines

 All proposed expenditures must be:
– Reasonable: The proposed goods and services are not excessive in cost 

and are based on prudent and sound purchasing practices. ​
– Necessary: The goods and services are essential for carrying out the grant 

program. 
• The need for the goods and services should also be supported in the McKinney-

Vento Subgrant Application.
– Allocable: The goods and services are specifically for the benefit of the 

grant and meet the program’s intent and objectives.
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Budget Narrative Requirements

 A good budget narrative should be specific enough to 
determine the allowability and reasonableness of expenditures: 
– How is it supplemental?
– What types of items are being purchased? 
– How many items are being purchased?
– What activities are being funded? 
– Who will participate in activities?
– What students are being targeted for the service?
– When will activities take place?
– Are services being contracted? Through whom?
– What specific professional development? How many will attend? 
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Budget Narrative Requirements 

 When budgeting funds for supplies and materials, include 
details about what will be purchased.
– Include examples of all equipment, materials, and supplies, and what they 

will be used for.

 When budgeting funds for professional development, please 
include details about what will be purchased.
– Include a description of the professional development (PD) that will be 

provided and what exactly will be purchased (e.g., conference, registration, 
PD materials, stipends, travel)
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Allowable Activities, Part 1
 Tutoring, supplemental instruction, and enriched educational services 

that are linked to the achievement of the same challenging state academic 
content standards and challenging state student academic achievement 
standards that the State establishes for other children and youths.

 Professional development and other activities for educators and personnel 
that are designed to heighten the understanding and sensitivity to the needs 
of homeless children and youths, the rights of such children and youths 
under McKinney-Vento, and the specific educational needs of runaway and 
homeless youths.

 Referral services to homeless children and youths for medical, dental, 
mental, and other health services.

 Assistance to defray the excess cost of transportation for students under § 
722(g)(4)(A), not otherwise provided through Federal, State, or local funding, 
where necessary to enable students to attend the school selected under § 
722(g)(3).
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Allowable Activities, Part 2

 Developmentally appropriate early childhood education programs, 
not otherwise provided through Federal, State, or local funding, for 
preschool-aged homeless children.

 Before- and after-school, mentoring, and summer programs in 
which a teacher or other qualified individual provides tutoring, 
homework assistance, and supervision of educational activities.

 Payment of fees and other costs associated with tracking, obtaining, 
and transferring records necessary to enroll homeless children and 
youths in school, including birth certificates, immunization or medical 
records, academic records, guardianship records, and evaluations for 
special programs or services.
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Allowable Activities, Part 3
 Education and training to the parents of homeless children and youths about 

the rights of and resources available to such children and youths.
 Activities to address the particular needs of homeless children and youths 

that may arise from domestic violence.
 Adaptation of space and purchase of supplies for any non-school facilities 

made available to provide services under McKinney-Vento.
 School supplies, including those supplies to be distributed at shelters or 

temporary housing facilities, or other appropriate locations.
 Other extraordinary or emergency assistance needed to enable homeless 

children and youths to attend school.

For more information on the allowable use of funds, see the McKinney-Vento Toolkit 
and Non-Regulatory Guidance.

https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=1729403&inline=true
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/160240ehcyguidance072716.pdf
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Allowable Activities Tip Sheet

 Use-of-Funds Tip Sheet 
for Serving Children and 
Youth Experiencing 
Homelessness with 
Education for Homeless 
Children & Youth (EHCY) 
Program Funds 

https://nche.ed.gov/use-of-funds-tip-sheet-2/?highlight=allowable%20use%20of%20funds%20flowchart
https://nche.ed.gov/use-of-funds-tip-sheet-2/?highlight=allowable%20use%20of%20funds%20flowchart
https://nche.ed.gov/use-of-funds-tip-sheet-2/?highlight=allowable%20use%20of%20funds%20flowchart
https://nche.ed.gov/use-of-funds-tip-sheet-2/?highlight=allowable%20use%20of%20funds%20flowchart
https://nche.ed.gov/use-of-funds-tip-sheet-2/?highlight=allowable%20use%20of%20funds%20flowchart
https://nche.ed.gov/use-of-funds-tip-sheet-2/?highlight=allowable%20use%20of%20funds%20flowchart
https://nche.ed.gov/use-of-funds-tip-sheet-2/?highlight=allowable%20use%20of%20funds%20flowchart
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Subgrant Timeline 
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Subgrant Timeline 

Month Milestone
August 2025 • Friday August 1: FY25 FER is due in ePlan

• Friday, August 30: All FY26 initial budgets should be submitted in ePlan

October 2025 • Thursday, October 30: Returning grantees will submit a budget revision 
for any FY25 carry-over funds 

November 2025 • More information about the Mid-Year Performance Review will be 
shared mid-month

• Friday, November 21: Mid-Year Performance Review opens in ePlan
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Subgrant Timeline Cont. 
Month Milestone

January 2026 • Friday, January 23: Mid-Year Performance Review due in ePlan
• Monday, January 26: Mid-Year Performance Review calls begin

February  2026 • Continued Mid-Year Performance calls with subgrantees 

June 2026 • Friday, June 1: FY26 Closeout Report opens in ePlan
• Tuesday, June 30: FY26 Closeout Report due in ePlan 

July 2026 • Friday, July 18 (tentative): FY27 award allocations shared with liaisons 
Friday, July 25 (tentative): FY27 allocations loaded in ePlan
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Subgrant Monitoring & 
Reports
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Mid-Year Performance Review

 The Mid-Year Performance Review is an extension of the subgrant 
application and will allow LEAs to reflect on what has been working 
within the homeless program and areas that might need refinement.

 Calls will be scheduled with each liaison to discuss the Mid-Year 
Performance Review.

 These calls will be an opportunity to collaborate and discuss any 
concerns or questions you have about your program.

 ePlan > TDOE Resources > ESSA Information, Guidance, PPTs, & 
Webinars > Title IX, Part A Education for Homeless Children & Youth > 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Grant Documents & Information > 
McKinney-Vento Subgrant Mid-Year Performance Review ePlan Guide

https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/Default.aspx?ccipSessionKey=638893259290285255
https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=1846244&inline=true
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Mid-Year Performance Review
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Closeout Report

 McKinney-Vento Closeout Report
– Subgrant recipients must express a need for continued funding each year 

of the grant cycle through the submission of the McKinney-Vento Closeout 
Report in ePlan.

– The annual closeout report helps to provide information, data, and 
evidence of quality program implementation, opportunities for program 
development, and considerations for future funding. 

– The annual reporting period is July 1 through June 1.
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Close-out Report
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Important Policies and 
Procedures
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Dispute Resolution Process Brief and TDOE 
Template

Sources: NCHE McKinney-Vento Dispute Resolution Brief 
TEMPLATE McKinney-Vento Dispute Resolution Process Sample Form 2021-04-16

https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/resolution.pdf
https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=1728438&inline=true
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Transportation 
Memorandum Of 
Understanding (MOU) 
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Examples of 
Additional 
Considerations 
when Developing 
LEA MOU

School Bus Share Ride or Taxi Transportation 
Reimbursement

Bus Pass/Tokens

• The student should be 
outside at least five 
minutes early, waiting 
for the bus

• Proper school bus 
behavior is expected. 

• You must call (XXX) 
XXX_XXXX by 7:45 a.m. 
if your student is ill or 
does not need the taxi

• The student should be 
outside waiting for the 
taxi five minutes early.

• If you have questions, 
call the Homeless 
Program number, (XXX) 
XXX-XXXX, not the ride-
share company.

• A parent/guardian 
must be home to meet 
the student when the 
student is dropped off.

• Too many infractions 
could result in the loss 
of ride-share privileges.

• Can only be used when 
other methods of 
transportation are not 
available.

• Checks are issued once 
each month – checks 
are to be picked up at 
the Central office; you 
will be called.

• LEA will measure 
mileage and check 
attendance – you will 
receive no pay for days 
the student is tardy or 
absent. 

• Mileage, when 
approved, will begin on 
the day the "in lieu of” 
form is signed. It will 
not be retroactive.

• Bus passes are left at 
the end of each month 
in the school office - 
the student will be 
notified.

• Adult pass expectations 
are that the 
parent/guardian will 
accompany the 
student(s) to and from 
school.

• Lost bus passes will 
NOT be replaced - the 
student will be placed 
on the "two tokens a 
day" program.

• Loss of second bus 
pass will result in the 
"two tokens a day" 
program for the 
remainder of the 
school year.

• Lack of attendance will 
result in the loss of bus 
pass.
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Important Reminders

 Provide documentation of all decisions.
– The McKinney-Vento Act requires liaisons to provide parents with 

information on their right to dispute if denied enrollment.

– LEAs should have written policies and procedures focused on:
• Identification
• Enrollment
• Best Interest Determination
• Transportation
• Dispute Resolution

– All written policies should be kept on file and provided to families 
upon identification. If a dispute arises, the LEA may refer to its written 
policies and procedures when discussing enrollment, transportation, 
school selection, and other issues with families.
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Important: New Homeless 
Rights Posters 
 Ensure every school has an updated homeless 

poster posted in a common area of the 
school.

 Contact information should include both the 
local homeless liaison and the state 
coordinator: 

 Vanessa Waters 
 (615) 917-3750
 Email: Vanessa.Waters@tn.gov 

 Posters can be downloaded from: 

– ePlan > TDOE Resources >  Title IX, Part A Education 
for Homeless Children & Youth >  Educational 
Rights Posters > Parents' Right to Know &  Youth 
Right to Know or

– National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE)  

mailto:Vanessa.Waters@tn.gov
https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/Default.aspx?ccipSessionKey=638881057350101716
https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=2405922&inline=true
https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=2405925&inline=true
https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=2405925&inline=true
https://nche.ed.gov/educational-rights-poster-parent/?highlight=homeless%20rights%20poster
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LEA/School Handbook and Website

 Include information about the McKinney-Vento Act in 
student/parent handbooks.

 Clearly display information about McKinney-Vento on your 
LEA/school website in a place where parents and students can 
find it easily, including:
– name and contact information for the local liaison,
– definition of homeless under McKinney-Vento, and
– rights and services available to students experiencing 

homelessness.
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Resources & Support
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2025-26 McKinney-Vento Education for Homeless Children 
& Youth (EHCY) Quarterly Call Schedule

 McKinney-Vento Quarterly Calls from 
10 – 11 a.m. CT │ 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. ET 
for the 2025-26 academic year. 

 Attendance is required for McKinney-
Vento subgrantees

  Meeting Login Information: 
– Click here to join the meeting 
– Or call in (audio only): (615) 270-9704  

Phone Conference ID: 831 844 707# 

Quarterly Call Dates: 

• Tuesday, August 26:
–  McKinney-Vento 101 Annual Training (Special 

FPI Session Separate Log-in Required)
• Thursday, November 20: 

– McKinney-Vento & Title I, Part A Homeless Set-
Aside

• Thursday, February 26: 
– Supporting Students Experiencing 

Homelessness Through Career and Technical 
Education (CTE)

• Thursday, April 23: 
– McKinney-Vento EHCY Programming and End-

of-Year Supports 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MGRkZDEzZGItNGEyMi00MzQ2LThiMjMtMGJhMGYyNmU3NzA1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22472445bd-2424-4e8f-b850-df7488e18b4a%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22b4b7a6d8-9b5f-46ae-aaa0-eaff8d2c5dc5%22%7d
tel:+16152709704,,831844707#%20
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McKinney-Vento Office Hours

 McKinney-Vento Office Hours will be 
hosted on the first Thursday of each 
month from 10–11 a.m. CT | 11 a.m. –
12 p.m. ET.

 Log-in Information: 
– Click here to join the meeting 
– Or call in (audio only): (615) 270-9704 
      Phone Conference ID: 230 581 576# 

2025 2026
• Thursday, Aug. 7

• Thursday, Sept. 4

• Thursday, Oct. 2

• Thursday, Nov. 6

• Thursday, Dec. 4

• **Thursday, Jan. 8

• Thursday, Feb. 5

• Thursday, March 5

• Thursday, April 2

• Thursday, May 7

 **Second Thursday of 
the Month

McKinney-Vento Office Hour Dates

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZmUwNzZlODQtZTNjOS00MzFmLTg5MmItZmY2ZGE0M2Y0MGNm%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22472445bd-2424-4e8f-b850-df7488e18b4a%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22b4b7a6d8-9b5f-46ae-aaa0-eaff8d2c5dc5%22%7d
tel:+16152709704,,230581576#%20
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Title IX McKinney-Vento Subgrant-Awarded LEAs

Bristol City Schools Putnam County White County

Davidson County Murfressboro City Schools Rhea County 

Dickson County Haywood County Millington SSD

Greene County Wilson County Newport

Huntingdon SSD Hamblen County Van Buren County

Overton County Cumberland County Memphis-Shelby County 

Hamilton County Franklin SSD Kingsport City Schools 

Robertson County Sullivan County

Montgomery County Madison County
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Resources 

 ePlan > TDOE Resources > ESSA Information, Guidance, PPTs, & 
Webinars > Title IX, Part A Education for Homeless Children & Youth > 
McKinney-Vento Toolkit & Template

 Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) Program Non-
Regulatory Guidance 

 National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE)

 SchoolHouse Connection 

 National Association for the Education of Homeless Children & Youth 
(NAEHCY)

https://eplan.tn.gov/default.aspx?ccipSessionKey=638231343191559049
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/policy/elsec/leg/essa/160240ehcyguidance072716.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/policy/elsec/leg/essa/160240ehcyguidance072716.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/
https://naehcy.orgac/
https://naehcy.orgac/
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Please Share your Feedback:
You may access the PD Survey by navigating here: 
https://forms.office.com/r/eVtWEAZ9xZ
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Thank You!

Vanessa Waters │ McKinney-Vento Grant Manager 
Vanessa.Waters@tn.gov 
(615) 917-3750

Permission is granted to use and copy these materials for non-commercial educational purposes with attribution credit to the 
“Tennessee Department of Education”. If you wish to use these materials for reasons other than non-commercial educational 
purposes, please contact Joanna Collins (Joanna.Collins@tn.gov).

mailto:Vanessa.Waters@tn.gov
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