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DISCLAIMER — Generative Al Tools

The State of Tennessee does not currently permit the use of Generative
Al tools, such as Otter, in meetings hosted on state resources. Meetings
with contractors, vendors, and subrecipients are not public meetings
and may involve discussion of protected state data. Generative Al tools
are not adequately regulated and are designed to train on data that is
collected and may misrepresent data or release protected data to the
general public. While the State supports your desire to maintain
documentation of the meeting and what you learn, please respect our
decision to safeguard information and do not attempt to use tools such
as these. If you choose to use a tool such as this, the State will block that
tool from the meeting.
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Congress and the Tennessee General
Assembly (TGA)

= Congress and the TGA are the legislative branches of federal
and state government.

= House of Representatives ("lower house") and Senate ("upper
house")

= Differences between the two chambers:
o Number of years in term
o Age and residency requirements
o Some legislative powers
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United States Congress

= 435 Representatives and 100 Senators.

o Representatives:.
= (1) At least 25 years old and (2) US citizen for 7 years
= 2-year terms

o Senators:

= (1) At least 30 years old and (2) US citizen for 9 years
= 6-year terms

= 9 Representatives and 2 Senators currently serving Tennessee
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Tennessee General Assembly (TGA)

= 99 Representatives and 33 Senators

o Representatives:

= (1) Atleast 21 years old, (2) a citizen of the state for at least 3 years, and (3) a
resident of the represented county for at least one year before the election

= 2-year terms

o Senators:

= (1) At least 30 years old, (2) a citizen of the state for at least 3 years, and (3) a
resident of the represented county for at least one year before the election

* 4-year terms

= TGA meets for 90 legislative days in regular session over the
two-year assembly period.
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114th General Assembly

= Current leadership of TGA : House Speaker Sexton and Lt.
Governor McNally

= QOrganizational and Regular Session: January 14th - April 22nd,
2025

= 1st Extraordinary Session of the 114th General Assembly

= Who is your state Representative and Senator?
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https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/Apps/fml2022/search.aspx
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/Apps/fml2022/search.aspx

Congress and the Tennessee General
Assembly (TGA) Responsibilities

= Lawmaking
o Draft and pass proposed legislation
o Hold committee hearings to support the legislative process

= Oversight of the Executive Branch

o Confirm or reject nominations from the executive branch (President and
Governor)

o Adjust funding of government agencies and programs (“power of the
purse”)

= Represent interests of constituents
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Legislation of Bills

= Refers to policy initiative and ideas that become law.

= Federal Bill Legislation:

o United States Code (USC)

o Code of Federal Regulation (CFR)

© Tennessee Department of Education



Legislation of Bills

= Tennessee Bill Legislation:
o Tennessee Code (e.g., T.C.A. 8 49-6-1018)

o Uniform Administrative Procedures Act (UAPA)

= Example: Title Il of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990
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Legislation of Funding

= Refers to laws that are directly tied to funding.

= Examples:
o Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Part B8 611
o Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (“Section 504")

o Title lll, Part A of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)
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Legislation of Funding

- Other ESSA Titles providing supplemental funding:
o Title |, Part A: Low-income students
o Title Il, Part A: Effective instruction
o Title IV, Part A: Extended learning programs

o Title IX, Part A: Homeless children and youth
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Comparison of Federal and
State Law
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Federal and State Law Parallels

= Serving Students with Disabilities via an Individualized Education Program
(IEP)

o Federal: Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

o State: Tennessee Code Title 49, Chapter 10, Part 1

= ldentification of English Learners
o Federal. Equal Educational Opportunities Act (EEOA)

o State: Tennessee State Board of Education (SBE) Rule 0520-01-19
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Federal and State Law Parallels

= School Nutrition:
o Federal: 7 CFR 210 (National School Lunch Program)

o State: Tennessee SBE Rule 0520-01-06
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Federal and State Law Parallels

= Race, Color or National Origin Discrimination
o Federal: Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964

o State: Tenn. Code. Ann. 8 49-50-1801

= Sex-based Discrimination in Education Programs
o Federal: Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972

o State: Tenn. Code. Ann. 8 49-50-1801
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State Legislative Update,
Federal Education
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Legislative Update of Federal
Requirements

= 2023: Federal Education Funding Task Force

o Considered options:
= Exercising current flexibilities
= Requesting waivers for specific requirements
= Seeking changes through a reauthorization of federal law
= (reating legislative involvement in the grant processes
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Legislative Update of Federal
Requirements

= Chapter 722 (PC 722) of the Public Acts of 2024

o U.S. Department of Education’s (USDOE) interpretations and directives

o Interpretations and directives sent to the members of the joint
government operations rule review committees
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Legislative Update of Federal
Requirements

= Chapter 454 (PC 454) of the Public Acts of 2025

o Creates a federal education deregulation task force
o Task force report development

o First meeting took place on July 29th, 2025
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Questions?
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INSTITUTE Driving Local Change

Please share your session feedback

You may access the PD Survey by navigating here:
TN Department of

——— Education
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https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=vUUkRyQkj064UN90iOGLShfzzQMvCudDlaUYzJRpdmxUOVNUMDAxSklPN0dKTDBDTlpYVDI5OFpIUS4u&route=shorturl
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Up Next...

Click one of the links below to seamlessly join the
next session of your choice.

EL Family Engagement
Hannah Gribble

11:40-12:50 p.m. ET
10:40-11:50 a.m. CT

Carryover, Waivers, & Expiring Funds
Kate Smitheal & Alfred Garrett
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https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/2889198277876?p=NqqmHYn3yOxSBEUEU5
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/2937092710917?p=Xk2PRQ96wGabMSoVSm
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Thank You!

Contact Info or Questions?

TN Department of
Permission is granted to use and copy these materials for non-commercial educational purposes with attribution credit . Education
to the “Tennessee Department of Education”. If you wish to use the materials for reasons other than non-commercial )

educational purposes, please contact the office of general counsel at (615) 741-2921. © Tennessee Department of Education



	Slide 1: Federal and State Education Policy Overview
	Slide 2: DISCLAIMER – Generative AI Tools
	Slide 3: Agenda
	Slide 4: Federal and State Government Overview
	Slide 5: Congress and the Tennessee General Assembly (TGA)
	Slide 6: United States Congress 
	Slide 7: Tennessee General Assembly (TGA)
	Slide 8: 114th General Assembly
	Slide 9: Congress and the Tennessee General Assembly (TGA) Responsibilities
	Slide 10: Legislation of Bills
	Slide 11: Legislation of Bills
	Slide 12: Legislation of Funding
	Slide 13: Legislation of Funding
	Slide 14: Comparison of Federal and State Law
	Slide 15: Federal and State Law Parallels
	Slide 16: Federal and State Law Parallels
	Slide 17: Federal and State Law Parallels
	Slide 18: State Legislative Update, Federal Education 
	Slide 19: Legislative Update of Federal Requirements 
	Slide 20: Legislative Update of Federal Requirements 
	Slide 21: Legislative Update of Federal Requirements 
	Slide 22: Questions? 
	Slide 23: Please share your session feedback
	Slide 24: Up Next... Click one of the links below to seamlessly join the next session of your choice.
	Slide 25: Thank You!

