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Generative AI Tools

The State of Tennessee does not currently permit the use of 
Generative AI tools, such as Otter, in meetings hosted on state 
resources. Meetings with contractors, vendors, and subrecipients are 
not public meetings and may involve discussion of protected state data. 

Generative AI tools are not adequately regulated and are designed 
to train on data that is collected and may misrepresent data or release 
protected data to the general public.

While the State supports your desire to maintain documentation of 
the meeting and what you learn, please respect our decision to 
safeguard information and do not attempt to use tools such as these. 
If you choose to use a tool such as this, the State will block that tool 
from the meeting.

DISCLAIMER
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Agenda

▪ Purpose of Title I, Part A

▪ Ways to Serve Title I Schools
– Target Assistance

– Schoolwide

▪ School Eligibility with School Nutrition

▪ Eligibility, Ranking, and Allocation of 
Funds to Eligible Schools

▪ Ranking and Serving Examples

▪ Resources
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Purpose of Title I, Part A 
Funds
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Purpose of Title I, Part A Funds

▪ Title I, Part A funds are formula funds allocated 
to local educational agencies (LEAs) to:

– provide all children significant opportunity to 
receive a fair and high-quality education, and to 
close educational achievement gaps.

– provide school-based programs and services to 
address identified student needs.
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Purpose of Title I, Part A Funds

▪ School-based
– Funds are to be pushed down (spiraled) to schools in 

order to address the unique needs of the schools.

– A limited amount of funds are to be reserved at the district 
level. 

– Expenditure of funds must be aligned with school plans 
(InformTN).

– Two ways to serve schools – School Wide and Targeted 
Assistance

▪ High poverty
– Funds must be targeted to schools with the highest levels 

of poverty within each LEA.

– Specific rules have been legislated to ensure this targeting 
of funds occurs.
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Ways to Serve Title I Schools

• Targeted Assistance

• School Wide
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Targeted Assistance Schools
▪ Must identify what students will be served under Title I 

– Students identified as failing or at risk of failing State 
standards

– Services are not based on poverty

▪ Must ensure Title I funds are used solely to benefit 
identified students. 
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Targeted Assistance Allowability

Example:

▪ TCAP scores demonstrate that students in a 
Targeted Assistance are struggling to meet 
reading standards in 3rd grade

▪ School purchases ELA workbooks for all 3rd-
grade classes (100 students)

▪ 50/100 students are Title I students

▪ Title I can pay for 50% of those workbooks 

– Assumes increasing English proficiency is in the school’s 
InformTN plan. 

– Assumes workbooks are reasonable in cost
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Schoolwide Programs

▪ Combine Federal, State, and/or local programs 
to upgrade the entire educational program

▪ All students in the schoolwide school are eligible 
for Title I services

▪ Not required to provide supplemental services 
to identified children
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Schoolwide Programs Plan

1. Plan is developed each year under InformTN

2. Developed with appropriate stakeholders, including parents and other 
members of the community (ensure to include teachers, principal(s), school 
leaders, paraprofessionals, etc.)

3. Shall be regularly monitored and revised as necessary based on student 
needs

4. Is available to the public in an understandable format and, to the extent 
practicable, in a language parents can understand (InformTN ensures this)

5. Is developed in coordination with other Federal, State and local services, 
resources and programs

6. Is based on a comprehensive needs assessment

7. Includes strategies to address school needs
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Schoolwide Program Plan

▪ Schoolwide plan must meet the intent and purposes of Title I, 
Part A and any other combined programs. 

– Serving students with the greatest educational need. 

– All funds must be spent in accordance with the approved 
schoolwide plan (InformTN). 
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School Wide Allowability

Example:

▪ TCAP scores demonstrate that students in a SW school are 
struggling to meet English Language Arts standards in 3rd grade

▪ School purchases ELA workbooks for all 3rd grade classes (100 
students)

▪ All students are Title I students

▪ Title I can pay for 100% of those workbooks 

– Allowable if increasing ELA proficiency is in the school’s SW plan

– Allowable if workbooks are reasonable in cost 
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School Eligibility and Ranking 
with School Nutrition
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Data Used to Determine Eligibility

▪ Schools are deemed eligible for Title I, Part A based on the school’s 
percentage of poverty.

▪ LEAs have the option of the following data sources to determine 
poverty percentages:

– Free & Reduced-Price Lunch—Month & Year of Data Used

– Direct Certification—Month & Year of Data Used

– Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)—Month & Year of Data Used

– Medicaid—Month & Year of Data Used

– Census—Month & Year of Data Used

– Household Survey (optional) – Month & Year of Data Used

▪ A combination of any of the above, utilizing the same month and year, 
with duplications removed
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Eligibility for School Meals
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Eligibility for School Meals

▪ Each year, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) provides updated 
income eligibility guidelines to determine eligibility for free or reduced-price 
meals.

▪ Income guidelines are effective from July 1 to the following June 30.

▪ Households that have an income up to 130 percent of the federal poverty 
level are eligible for free meals.

▪ Households that have an income between 130 and 185 percent of the 
federal poverty level are eligible for reduced-price meals. 

USDA’s Eligibility Manual for School Meals is an excellent resource 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/schoolmeals/income-eligibility-guidelines
https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/cn/SP36_CACFP15_SFSP11-2017a1.pdf
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Qualifying for School Meals

▪ Each school year, families are 
required to submit a household 
application for Free and Reduced-
Price School Meals.

▪ The local school nutrition team 
processes the application to 
determine if a child is eligible for free 
or reduced-price meals.
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Duration of Eligibility 

▪ Once an eligibility determination is made, a child’s eligibility 
status remains in effect for the remainder of the school 
year.

▪ At the start of the following school year, children retain their 
previous year’s eligibility for 30 operating days or until a new 
determination is made, whichever comes first.
– Determinations are made via approval or denial of a household 

application for meal benefits or via direct certification.

▪ Eligibility from the 30-day carryover is temporary and should 
not be included in counts of economically disadvantaged 
students.
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Extended Eligibility 

▪ If one child or adult in the household is eligible for free or 
reduced-price meals based on a household application or 
participation in an assistance program (SNAP, TANF, Medicaid), 
the meal benefits are extended to all children in the household.

▪ If a child is eligible for free meals by being identified as foster, 
homeless, migrant, or runaway, the eligibility is not extended to 
all children in the household.
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Community Eligibility 
Provision (CEP)
▪ Some sites or districts operate CEP 

and all students receive meals for 
no cost.

▪ Sites operating CEP are not 
allowed to use school nutrition 
funds to process household 
applications.

▪ Sites operating CEP may 
implement an optional household 
survey to capture household 
income and other information

© Tennessee Department of Education 
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Direct Certification
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Direct Certification

Direct certification is a process that allows school food authorities (SFAs) 
and/or local education agencies (LEAs) to certify children as eligible for 

free or reduced-price meal benefits utilizing data from other means-tested 
programs, eliminating the need for an application.
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Direct Certification Process 

Data from 
partner 

agencies

State school 
nutrition team

Local school 
nutrition team

Matches 
made

Child receives 
benefits
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Source Data: Department of Human Services 
(DHS)

▪ Receive information regarding participation in Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) and Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF)
– TANF is known as Families First in Tennessee. 

▪ Participation in one of these programs confers automatic eligibility for free 
meals.

▪ Data is received from DHS weekly.
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Source Data: TennCare

▪ TennCare utilizes information received on Medicaid applications to 
determine if a household is eligible for free or reduced-price meals.

▪ Participation in Medicaid does not automatically confer eligibility in the 
school meals program; some individuals or households can receive 
Medicaid benefits with an income greater than 185 percent of the poverty 
level.

▪ Data is received from TennCare monthly.
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Source Data: Department of Children’s 
Services (DCS)

▪ DCS provides a list of students who have entered into foster care.

▪ A foster child is a child whose care and placement is the responsibility of a 
State or local welfare agency or who is placed with a caretaker household 
by the court.

▪ The foster definition only applies to foster children who are formally placed 
by the State welfare agency or court and does not apply to informal 
arrangements.

▪ Data is received from DCS monthly.
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Other Source Categorical Eligibility 

▪ Homeless child is identified as lacking a fixed, regular, and adequate 
nighttime residence under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act or 
as residing in a homeless shelter.

▪ Migrant child is identified by the local educational liaison when he or she 
meets the definition found in section 1309 of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965, codified at 20 U.S.C. § 6399.

▪ Runaway child is identified by the local educational liaison through a 
program under the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act.
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Other Source Categorical Eligibility 

▪ Foster (locally identified) child is a child whose care and placement is the 
responsibility of a state or local welfare agency or who is placed by a court 
order with a caretaker household.

▪ Head Start or Even Start child is a child who is enrolled in one of the 
federally funded programs of the same name.
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Other Direct Certification Data Information

▪ All external partners send a new list of eligible students as of each July 1.
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What is required for a direct 
certification match?

▪ Names of children or household members currently certified to 
receive benefits

▪ At least one additional piece of identifying information to match 
the enrolled to student to source data:
– Child(ren)’s birthdate

– Address 

– Parent or guardian names 

– Child’s social security number, if available

– Gender
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School Meal Benefit Hierarchy 

The hierarchy for providing school meal benefits is implemented as follows:

• 1. SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program)

• 2. TANF (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families)

• 3. Other source categorically eligible: foster, homeless, migrant, runaway

• 4. Medicaid Free 

• 5. Free by Application

• 6. Medicaid Reduced

• 7. Reduced by Application
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Understanding School 
Nutrition Data
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Free and Reduced-Price Lunch 

▪ LEA determines month and year of data from previous school year

▪ Percentage of students eligible for free and reduced-price lunch 
includes all students approved to receive free and reduced-price meal 
benefits

▪ Data sources included:

– Household applications 

– All direct certification data sources, both free and reduced eligibility

• SNAP 

• TANF

• Medicaid Free

• Medicaid Reduced 

• Other categorically eligible (migrant, homeless, foster, runaway)

▪ No multiplier can be used
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Direct Certification Only

▪ LEA determines month and year of data from previous school 
year

▪ Includes all students direct certified for free and reduced-price 
meals

▪ Data sources included
– SNAP 

– TANF

– Medicaid Free

– Medicaid Reduced 

– Other categorically eligible (migrant, homeless, foster, runaway)
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Direct Certification Plus Multiplier

▪ LEA determines month and year of data from previous school year

▪ Includes all students direct certified for free meals

▪ Data sources included

– SNAP 

– TANF

– Medicaid Free

– Other categorically eligible (migrant, homeless, foster, runaway)

▪ Percentage of directly certified free students is multiplied by 1.6 for a 
poverty estimate

– The 1.6 multiplier is an estimate for the amount of students that would be 
eligible for free and reduced-price meals with applications
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Disclosure of Information
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Confidentiality Requirements

▪ Information provided by families on the household income 
application and obtained via direct certification can only be used 
for determining eligibility for meal benefits.

▪ In limited situations, children’s free and reduced-price meal 
eligibility information may be disclosed to programs, activities, 
and individuals, as specifically authorized under the NSLA.

Section 9(b)(6) of the NSLA, 42 U.S.C. § 1758(b)(6) and regulations found at 7 C.F.R. § 245.6
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Disclosure Requirements 

▪ National School Lunch Act (NSLA) allows persons directly connected with 
the administration or enforcement of certain programs or activities to have 
access to children’s eligibility information.

Recipient of Information What May be Disclosed Requirements

Federal education 
programs

Eligibility status only Prior notice and consent 
not required

State education programs 
administered by a state 
agency or LEA

Eligibility status only Prior notice and consent 
not required

Local education programs No eligibility information, 
unless parental or guardian 
consent is obtained

Parental or guardian 
consent
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Eligibility, Ranking, and 
Allocation of Funds to Eligible 
Schools
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School Eligibility Determination 

▪ Each school’s poverty percentage must be compared to one of 
the following:

– District-wide poverty average

– Grade span poverty average

▪ Schools at or above the comparison average are eligible for Title 
I, Part A services. 

▪ Schools below the comparison average can be made eligible 
using the “35% Rule” with poverty averages at or above 35%.

▪ Schools below 35% served require LEAs to utilize the125% rule. 



© Tennessee Department of Education 

School Eligibility Determination

▪ If no standard rules make a school eligible for Title I, Part A, but 
it was eligible in the previous year based on standard rules:
– It may be grandfathered for the first year only for Title I services to be 

continued, or the LEA can apply for a waiver with the commissioner of 
FPO, allowing the school to be Title I for two more years.

– If the school fails to meet the standard eligibility rules in the following year 
of being grandfathered in, it is no longer eligible for Title I services. 
However, a waiver can be applied for with the commissioner of FPO, 
allowing the school to be Title I for two more years. 



© Tennessee Department of Education 

School Eligibility Determination

▪ Schools Over 75%
–After an LEA has served all of its schools with a poverty rate above 75%, if 

funds remain, the LEA may serve lower-ranked eligible schools.

▪High School Priority
–The LEA may prioritize high schools with 50% or more poverty.

–High schools with 75% or more poverty are still given priority, but high 
schools between 50% and 74% are given priority over all other schools.
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School Eligibility Determination

▪ Once LEAs have reviewed poverty percentages for all* schools 
and determined how to rank the schools in order to:
– Identify schools eligible for Title I funding

▪ Several options are available: 
– Grade span ranking

– District-wide ranking

– Exception

• Less than 1,000 students enrolled in the LEA

• Single attendance area

*Adult high schools and alternative education programs will be excluded. 
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Grade Span Ranking

▪ An LEA may group schools with similar grade spans together 
and consider them separately from other schools.
– K-5

– 6-8

– 9-12

▪ An LEA can place a priority on any individual grade span when 
allocating funds.

▪ This allows flexibility to identify a school as eligible even if it has 
a lower poverty percentage than another school in a different 
grade span.



© Tennessee Department of Education 

District-wide Ranking

▪ LEAs may simply rank all schools, regardless of grade span, 
based on poverty percentage.

▪ Specific grade levels cannot be targeted because schools are all 
considered in one large group.

46
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Allocating Funds

▪ LEAs must allocate funds to eligible schools on a 
per pupil basis.

▪ For every poverty student, a per pupil allocation 
(PPA) must be awarded.

▪ The PPA must be awarded to schools based on 
their ranking in the:
– Grade span group or

– District-wide.

▪ The PPA can either be the same to all schools 
within the ranking or must be ordered from 
high to low (highest poverty school(s) receives 
the highest PPA).
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Appropriate Funding Levels

▪ Title I, Part A funds may be allocated to all 
eligible schools, in rank order; however,

▪ No school can receive less than $100 PPA,

▪ Funds allocated must be sufficient to provide an 
effective and impactful program for 
participating students, and 

▪ Programs must not be watered down in order to 
spread funds across all/more eligible schools.
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Appropriate Funding Level – Serving 
School(s) Below 35%

▪ If an LEA allocates Title I funds to one or more 
eligible schools below 35% poverty, ALL Title I 
schools must receive a “minimum” PPA.
– 125 % of the average district PPA

▪ The last school to be served may receive less 
than the minimum PPA.

▪ The amount auto-populates on both the 
allocation designation page and the PPA page.

▪ This calculation is based on the total allocation 
within the budget.
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Skip School Requirement

May skip any school in the ranked list, but only if:

▪ Comparability is met;

▪ The skipped school receives supplemental 
State/local funds used in Title I-like program; 
and

▪ The amount of the supplemental State/local 
funds meet or exceed the amount that would be 
received under Title I.

*Reminder to ensure skipping a school does not 
conflict with supplement, not supplant.
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School Eligibility Determination 
Overview
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Ranking and Serving 
Examples
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Example/Activity

Scenario:

▪ Assume these schools have been 
determined to be eligible using 
proper ranking and eligibility rules 
(grade span).

▪ Questions to answer:

1. Have Title I funds been allocated 
properly to these eligible schools?

– If not, what are the problems?

– What rules are not being followed?

– How should it be corrected?

2. If Brown Middle School’s poverty 
count is corrected and the poverty 
percentage changes to 89%, how 
would that impact PPAs?

School Sort Order Poverty % PPA
Blue 

Elementary 

School

1 87% $1000

Pink 

Elementary 

School

1 78% $1100

Purple 

Elementary 

School

2 64% $1000

Brown Middle 

School

3 73% $900

Green Middle 

School

3 59% $900

Yellow High 

School

4 67% $900
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Example/Activity

Scenario:

Questions to answer:

1. Are these schools ranked 
according to the ranking rules? 
– If not, what are the problems? 

– What rules are not being followed? 

– How should it be corrected?

2. Have eligibility determinations 
been made properly?
– If not, what are the problems? 

– What rules are not being followed?

– How should it be corrected?

School Grades Service Poverty 

%

Sort 

Orde

r

Eligibility

Maple Elementary K-5 SW 76% 1 Y

Elm Elementary K-5 SW 69% 1 Y

Poplar Middle School 6-8 None 75% 2 Y

Sycamore Middle 

School

6-8 None 57% 2 N

Oak High School 9-12 SW 68% 3 Y

District Average 

Poverty

67%
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Common Mistakes

▪ Forgetting to serve all schools over 75%

▪ Forgetting the schools that drop below 35% requires a 125% PPA amount

▪ Forgetting to change the status of a school that drops below 40% to 
grandfathered in for the first year. 

▪ Failing to serve all schools that qualify when grade span ranking

▪ Not ordering schools properly when grade span ranking on the school 
eligibility page
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Resources
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ePlan Resources

▪ Within-District Allocations Under Title I, Part A

▪ Charter Schools Nonregulatory Guidance Allocation of Funds to New and 

Expanding Charter Schools

https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=2026916&inline=true
https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=2026916&inline=true
https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=2026916&inline=true
https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=2026916&inline=true
https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=2026921&inline=true
https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=2026921&inline=true
https://eplan.tn.gov/DocumentLibrary/ViewDocument.aspx?DocumentKey=2026921&inline=true
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ESSA Divisional Coordinators
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Please share your session feedback

You may access the PD Survey by navigating here: 

https://forms.office.com/r/sbRAwQUV0d

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=vUUkRyQkj064UN90iOGLShfzzQMvCudDlaUYzJRpdmxUOVNUMDAxSklPN0dKTDBDTlpYVDI5OFpIUS4u&route=shorturl
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Up Next...
Click one of the links below to seamlessly join the 

next session of your choice.

3:20–4:30 p.m. ET
2:20–3:30 p.m. CT

Educational Stability for Youth in Foster 
Care
Jackie Jacobson

Section 504 Responsibilities & 
Requirements 
Shaundraya Hersey & Courtney Boykin

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/273653348143?p=YZKQvgvdhn8FVfXhmB
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/273653348143?p=YZKQvgvdhn8FVfXhmB
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/2897204378712?p=53Ke5zPYLBoIeBrSdU
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/2897204378712?p=53Ke5zPYLBoIeBrSdU
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Permission is granted to use and copy these materials for non-commercial educational purposes with attribution credit 

to the “Tennessee Department of Education”. If you wish to use the materials for reasons other than non-commercial 

educational purposes, please contact the office of general counsel at (615) 741-2921.

Thank You!
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